
Week of October 25 –  

Good afternoon parents and students –Monday, October 25, starts this last week of the month 
on an A Day with five full days of school this week.   

End of First Marking Period 

Again, like last week, I can’t stress enough the importance of checking your child’s grades.  With 
two weeks to the end of the first quarter and marking period 1, Friday, November 5, there is still 
time for students to turn in missing assignments and see if missed quizzes and tests can still be 
completed. For athletes wanting to be involved in Winter sports, eligibility rules are back in place 
which means students wanting to play a winter sport – basketball, allied sports, wrestling, winter 
cheer, indoor track - must have a grade point average of 2.0 and not fail more than one class. 
You can check your child’s grades in two ways. Have your child access Schoology with you and 
together check all progress and grades for each course. Or use the parent account you created 
and check them on your own.  Now is a good time to see if homework or classwork is missing 
and can be made up, and to reach out to teachers with whom you can review grades.  Please 
make sure your child is using Hereford’s Enrichment Period to sign up and work with teachers 
for whom they have missing assignments or questions about the content.  (See next blurb). 

Enrichment  

Enrichment is a tool that students should be using to complete missing work or to engage in a 
conversation with one of their classroom teachers regarding instruction.  No other school in 
Baltimore County has Enrichment and it is in place to primarily accelerate instruction. If your 
child is not doing well in a particular subject, be sure to ask if they are signing up for that 
teacher’s Enrichment. Enrichment is an excellent time during the school day for your child to 
spend some time working with any of the teachers to clarify assignments, review concepts 
taught in class, get help with homework, or catch up on missed work. To do this, they use an 
app on their phones or computer called Altimely. Ask them to show you how this works.  

PSAT Day - General Information  

This Tuesday, October 26, the PSAT will be administered to all Hereford High School ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh grade students from 7:45am to approximately noon. The following is what 
we’ve been telling students all week:  

1. Students in Grades 9 - 11 will be taking the PSAT on Tuesday Oct 26.  Please get a 
good night sleep, bring your own calculator and a snack.  Be sure to arrive on time to 
HR.  Testing will begin after HR.   

2. Testing locations will be posted outside of the library and personalized testing passes 
will be in your HR on Tuesday 10/26.   

3. Freshman, be sure to bring your devices on PSAT Test Day.  We will be using them 
after the assessment is over.   

4. After testing you will have a chance to touch base with your B Day teachers in a 
modified schedule.   

5. Parents will receive a call out and this information is in Schoology Class Groups and on 
the school website.  



My suggestion to all parents is that you back-up your morning routine by 10 minutes on 
Tuesday, so NO CHILD IS LATE TO SCHOOL. All busses are now arriving by 7:35 every 
day.  If you can’t get here on time, use the busses. If a student is late for testing, they WILL 
NOT be able to test and there is no PSAT make-up. An ideal testing morning starts with 
students settled, confident, and have had a good nourishing breakfast. 

 PSAT Day - Seniors 

Because Seniors WILL NOT be engaged in PSAT testing on October 26, the day provides 
senior students with the opportunity to visit a college, university, or technical school. With parent 
consent, this day will be reflected as a college visitation day, and students will not be marked 
absent.  The visit can be virtual or in-person and permission DOES NOT exempt students from 
attending internships/college classes including the CCBS college course offered that day on 
campus or athletic practice or games. Permission forms were distributed in senior English 
classes last week and needed to be completed and returned to the Counseling Office by last 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021.  We will still take forms through Monday.  Turn them into the Main 
Office or Office of Counseling. Seniors must have completed a form to receive the excused 
absence as over 200 have already done. 

 Spirit Week, Homecoming, and Related Activities.  

It’s here.  Spirit week begins this week with a ton of activities planned by the SGA Officers, 
members of the Spirit Club, and class leaders. All designed to generate spirit. Remind your child 
to check out Schoology for the dress and class color of the day to be sure students dress up for 
each day to earn class points all of which will contribute to selecting the winning class. The 
theme students unanimously chose this year is Disney and each class has selected one of 
Disney’s movies to illustrate in our hallway bridges.  Students will dress daily according to 
themes decided by their student leaders. The activities will culminate on game day, Friday, with 
a pep rally at the stadium. I always look forward to this week to see our kids engaged in these 
fun activities and I’m always impressed by their creativity and how they capture these themes in 
what they wear.  Thanks to everyone who had a part in making this a great week for our 
students.  

Dropping-off of Items to School  

Please avoid dropping off items throughout the day by taking a few extra minutes in the morning 
to make sure children have all they will need to get through the day. It may sound picky and 
trivial but when you have an average more than 20 to 30 parents ringing the doorbell to drop of 
items that could have easily been brought by children when they left home in the morning, it 
causes a constant interruption to the instruction and operation of the day, poses a security 
threat, and exposes the school to unnecessary COVID problems. I truly appreciate your efforts 
to help me out. 

Alternative Schedule Study for Hereford High School  

I wanted to make sure all saw this so am running it one more time this week: 

In July, Hereford’s Instructional Leadership Team and I submitted a request to Central Area’s 
DSSA Executive Director to conduct a formal Alternative Schedule Study for Hereford High 
School. A committee was formed and has been in place since August 8 comprised of staff, 



students, members of the school’s leadership team, and Hereford High School community 
stakeholders. Last week, their recommendation was that Hereford High School continue to 
implement the A/B schedule.  Along with the submission of their recommendation were talking 
points and student supports including the adoption of the Effective Learning Habits for College 
and Career Readiness course for 9th grade students, collaboration with the PTSA to consider a 
professional development plan to address the amount of time required to do homework 
assigned to students at all levels of instruction, counseling students and parents to register for 
rigorous schedules that allow for balance between academics and social emotional needs, and 
modifying the A-Day / B-Day schedule in the event of major disruptions due to weather or other 
events. The recommendation was approved this week and will be reflected in the 2022-2023 
school schedule. Thanks to all who gave up their time to work in this committee examining data 
and engaging in discussions about which vehicle provides the best framework for delivery of 
instruction for Herford High students.  

 


